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Last year Christianity Today carried an article about young adults 

and financial giving. James Williams of the Church of God World 

Service said, "Our people 45 years old and younger have grown up 

mesmerized by materialism. There's tremendous pressure on 

families to spend, spend, and spend."  

Q1.  Think back to how things were different when you were 

growing up.  What has changed that now "mesmerizes our youth 

with materialism"? 

We are hit from every side to "spend, spend, and spend".  How 

does the following cause us to spend unnecessarily? 

Q2. Advertisements?  What different messages do they give (how 

do they make you feel) in an effort to make you spend more that 

you have. 

Q3. Peer pressure?  Keeping up with the Jones' is still alive and 

well today.  How do peers affect your spending? 

Q4.  Instant gratification?  You need this now?  How has this 

changed our spending habits over the years? 

 

Q5.  Scan back over the first two chapters of Ephesians.  Find at 

least 5 things or more that God has done for us?  How do these 

motivate our response to give back to God? 

 



Dave Ramsey gives great practical advice on 4 things we should 

do with our money.  1) Earn it, 2) Give it to God, 3) Save it, and 4) 

Spend it 

Q6. Why is it so important do these in the exact order given, what 

happens when we do these things out of order?   

Read Matthew 6:19-21.  How are earthly treasures different from 

heavenly treasures?   

Q7. Can you think of examples where earthly treasures have been 

destroyed?  Lost? or Stolen? 

Read Romans 8:17,   

Q8. What has God given us as an inheritance?  Have we earned 

this inheritance?  How can this motivate us to give to those who 

are undeserving, like God has given to us? 

Acts 20:33-35 

I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing.  You 

yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own 

needs and the needs of my companions. In everything I did, I 

showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, 

remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more 

blessed to give than to receive.’ ” 

Q9.  How is Paul’s message ‘It is more blessed to give than to 

receive’ different from what society tells us today? 

Q10.  How can giving bless our lives? 

God owns everything, we are only stewards of his possessions 

Psalms 24:1 "The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the 

world, and all who live in it." 

Q11.  How can this change our attitude towards our possessions?  

How can this produce the freedom to give? 


